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	You are cordially invited to join the seminar, “Local identities, European Integration and Global Changes: Implication for East Asia”, co-organised by Consulate General of Belgium, Faculty of Social Sciences and Centre of Asian Studies of The University of Hong Kong, that will take place at Wang Gungwu Lecture Hall at The University of Hong Kong on November 1, 2005.

Due to very specific historical reasons, Belgium is at the helm of research and application in what might be called ¡¥institutional engineering¡¦. This very important skill in fostering harmony and civil peace means the ability to adapt the constitutional framework to the needs of the people in a flexible and creative way. The Seminar aims at presenting the experiences of Belgium and puts it in line with regional and global integration which particularly addresses the Asian and Hong Kong contexts. Two prominent Belgians and two discussants from Hong Kong, were invited to present their views.

Belgium Speakers:

Mrs. Ann Feyt (Professor in Constitutional Law, The Université Libre de Bruxelles)
Mr. Jean-Claude Marcourt (Minister of Economy, Employment and Foreign Trade of the Walloon Government)
Hong Kong Discussants:

Professor Albert H.Y. Chen (Department of Law, HKU)
Dr Peter T.Y. Cheung (Department of Politics and Public Administration, HKU)

The seminar is free of charge and simultaneous interpretation (English/French) will be available. All interested are welcome.

Please find the tentative programme as follows:

5:00pm


Registration

5:30pm ¡V 5:45pm
Opening Remark

5:45pm ¡V 6:15pm
Presentation 1: Belgium - A Metaphor for Europe
6:15pm ¡V 6:45pm
Presentation 2: Is Federalism a Viable Solution for Belgium?
6:45pm ¡V 7:00pm
Discussant 1

7:00pm ¡V 7:15pm
Discussant 2
7:15pm ¡V 8:00pm
Q & A Session

8:00 pm onwards
Reception
On-line Registration:  www.hku.hk/socsc/belgium on or before October 28, 2005 (THIS FRIDAY)
Information: www.bestofbelgium.hk.

Enquiries:  Miss Gloria Chan (Tel: 2241 5917 / E-mail: kychan@hkucc.hku.hk)
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